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Quilcene's  
Worthington House

Light at the End of the Tunnel
Like every small town in America, so much depends upon the community. 

Families often go back several generations, enjoying the good times together as 

well as living through economic struggles, often beyond their ability to predict or 

influence. This year was no exception for Quilcene with the pandemic.  

Story contributed by

Quilcene Historical museum
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LLaakkee  LLiimmeerriicckk  GGoollff  CClluubb  &&  CCaaffee  
Fall back in Love with Golf! 

Play 18 with Split tees - Par 72 
Safety Guidelines will given with Tee Times 

Annual Golf Membership Available 

Serving our Members and 
the Public 

 
Must call for Tee Times 

Pro Shop 
360-426-6290 

Call or visit our website 
 for Fall Specials. 

 
Credit Card Only 

www.LakeLimerickGolf.com 
elen@lakelimerick.com 
811 E Saint Andrews Drive 

Shelton WA 98584 

Community Strong
The Quilcene Historical Museum has been busy preparing for 
better times with the opening of the newly restored Victorian 
mansion (Hamilton-Worthington House) and a fully operational 
special events center, Worthington Park, planned for 2021.  
Worthington Park will be a one-of-a-kind historical and cultural 
destination with an active museum, Victorian mansion, outdoor 
performing arts theater, and ten acres of beautiful grounds.. 
  

The Collection
Since the founding of the 
Museum in 1991, the collec-
tion, preservation and display 
of artifacts, documents and 
photographs have been the 
main method of sharing the 
historical and cultural legacy 
of Quilcene and the surround-
ing communities. New interest 
in the history of the area and 

In 2019, an additional 184 
items from ten local and 
regional donors added to the 
collection's inventory.  The 
Museum was the winner of 
the 2018 Preservation Steward-
ship Award for Outstanding 
Achievement in Historic Pres-
ervation by the Washington 
State Department of Archeo-
logical & Historic Preservation. 

the families that settled here 
has brought more artifacts, 
photos, and documents to 
the Museum for safekeeping.  
Once the mansion is open for 
guests, much of this growing 
collection will be displayed 
there in rotating exhibits.   
More than 5,000 items have 
been donated by more than 
460 donors. 

The mansion received Washing-
ton state and national historic 
designation in January 2014.  

 Built in 1892 with seventeen 
rooms, three stories, and a 
second empire-style Victorian 
mansard roof, it is the only 
remaining house of its size, 
integrity and cultural relevance 
in rural Jefferson County.   
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The Final Steps in Mansion Restoration 
The restoration is nearly complete. Efforts 
have included facility upgrades - trim, paint, 
woodwork detail, bathrooms install, ADA 
adaptions, and the addition of an event-ready 
catering kitchen. 

These finishing touches will support event 
productions and overnight accomodations 
that will in turn resource the continued main-
tenance and operation of the house, grounds 
and museum. Efforts are well underway to 
furnish the interior of the mansion with peri-
od-appropriate décor.  Décor eras were chosen 
for the five main first floor rooms: Victorian, 
Eastlake, Arts and Crafts, and Mission Oak. 

More than 50 historic era furnishings have 
been acquired, including originals that came 
with the house, donations from Worthington 
families and other area residents, and some 
purchased where considered appropriate. Pe-
riod light fixtures, lamps, and art work were 
acquired through donations, purchase and 
special grants. The art collection on display 
will include paintings that would have been 
available to the home inhabitants or created 
during the late 1880's through the 1930's.  
This regional art collection will be on display 
for approximately one year. 

Volunteer Core
When you are a small community, coopera-
tion and support are the essential ingredients 
for sustained progress. “Debt free” is a term 
that is treasured by the Quilcene Museum - 
especially during these challenging times.  At 
no time was borrowing money considered an 
acceptable option.  

"There have been 32,000+ volunteer 

hours invested – including 

preservation expertise, local artisans, 

craftspeople, & construction." 

The board and advisors preferred to create a 
community asset that was a showcase for one 
of the best qualities of a small town—pulling 
together. Fundraising through private donors, 
foundation grants, state grants, events, mem-
ber dues, and in-kind work hours and efforts 
from volunteers not only saved costs but 
also could be used as a match toward grants. 
Granting organizations like the M.J. Murdock 
Charitable Trust have been critical to resourc-
ing and sustaining this community-focussed 
undertaking.

"More than 5,000 items have 

  been donated by more 

  than 460 donors." 

mansion 

restoration
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Volunteerism is at the core of 
this center’s existence. High 
marks for financial manage-
ment have come from chari-
table foundation funders and 
state grant auditors, and over 
the last few months the Mu-
seum has been awarded grants 
which constitute over ninety 
percent of the funding target 
for completing the project in 
2021.

MASON TRANSIT AUTHORITY
NO FARE THROUGHOUT MASON COUNTY
We are proud to bring transportation alternatives that 
provide mobility to all, and increase the quality of life in 
Mason County.

masontransit.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO 
SCHEDULE A DIAL-A-RIDE, 
CALL 360.427.5033 OR
TOLL FREE 1.800.374.3747 

DIAL-A-RIDE

WORKER/DRIVER (PSNS)

VANPOOL

COMMUNITY VAN PROGRAM

ROUTED SERVICE
COMMUTER SERVICE

The vision is to create a 
gathering place to celebrate the 
history, nature, and unique 
character that make Quilcene 
the Pearl of the Peninsula. 
Experiences at Worthington 
Park will capture the spirit of 
this community enriched by its 
rural roots - telling of colorful 
and hard-working beginnings 
and celebrating the promise of 
future endeavors. 

 

Olympic National Park relocates 
325 mountain goats to Cascades
Capture and translocation operations are now complete with 
an additional 50 mountain goats moved in this final round 
from Olympic National Park and Forest to the Cascade Moun-
tains. A total of 325 mountain goats have been translocated.

Through a partnership between 
the National Park Service, the 
Washington Department of 
Fish & Wildlife, and the USDA 
Forest Service to re-establish 
and assist in connecting deplet-
ed populations of mountain 
goats in the Cascades while 
also removing non-native goats 
from the Olympic Mountains. 
Mountain goats were brought 
to the Olympics in the 1920s.

In addition to the released in 
the North Cascades, a total of 
16 kids have been given homes 
in zoos. In total, there were 22 
mortalities related to capture. 
Eight animals that could not be 
captured were lethally removed. 
Overall, 381 mountain goats 
were removed from Olympic 
National Park Forest in four, 
two-week operational periods, 
September 2018 to August 2020.
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